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Introduction of Distinguished Guest

Shireen RYAN

Shireen Ryan was born and grew up In Penrith, an outer western
Sydney suburb of Sydney in Australia. After finishing school Shireen
took part in the Rotary Youth Exchange Program travelling to District
2400, Astorp Sweden. Since returning from exchange in 1997
Shireen has travelled to Sweden on 5 occasions to visit her host
families and still keeps in close contact with her host Rotary Club.

In 2002, Shireen joined the Springwood Rotaract Club and held
- many positions on the board including President in 2003/2004. Whilst
Involved In Rotaract, Shireen was selected to participate in the Group
Study Exchange Program, travelling to District 3340 in Thailand. While
participating in the GSE program, Shireen was given the opportunity to
see a variety of international projects which inspired her to join Rotary.
In 2008 she was inducted into the Lower Blue Mountains Rotary Club.

In 2008, she was asked to join the District Youth Exchange Committee as a Student Liaison Officer
assisting counsellors and students with the exchange program. In July 2010, Shireen accepted the
position as the District Chairman of District 9690.

Shireen has a Bachelor of Business (Management) and is currently the Senior School Administrative
Officer for the School of Communication Arts at the University of Western Sydney. She continues to
lives In the Penrith area.

Shireen RyanZERISBEIME RN EIRAT (Penrith) » TAESER * Shireenf@I0A
SHREmsOERIRSTE » WRIFintEETIEE (Astorp) HkEm2400ibE - Shireen £19974E455R
RHETEREICE » BABIIE RIS EREERE @ IRIDERTRMALIRITBUHEE -

ShireenfR2002EN0ARAK (Springwood) KIS EREE » HIESZRIIESEMAS » W
1R2003/2004FHEB K - WS FIRFBERE @ RS HEERHITAZ#ETE (GSP) » HiF]
AEREITRIRIM0ME - TS EEBEERARRZEESTERAE » Shircen BE—EXENEHIBIERET
= o EMARMIIALKE - 20084F » WIET\IIA FEELLFRERAL -

Shireenss 2008 FEEENINAMEBEESDFRREEE » WRI2LHIBES » =AY
EABRETARSTE ° 2010878 » Whsal{EiKEm690nERMBE = F—H o

Shireen BEETEE2 T2 » BRIEASEHR A B BRNERENE R T EEL » IR
EEE2mATE -

RYEMT 201184 E



Speech by Distinguished Guest

My name is Shireen Ryan and | am from Penrith which is an outer western Suburb of Sydney. | have been involved in
Rotary since 1996 when | was a Youth Exchange student to Sweden. | am now a Rotarian with the Lower Blue
Mountains Rotary Club and the District Youth Exchange Chairman for District 9690.

| would like to start by thanking the Rotary Youth Exchange Taiwan Multi District Committee for the wonderful
opportunity | have been given to attend this conference. | am very honoured to be here and look forward to learning
more about the Taiwanese Youth Exchange Program and also sharing information with you about the Australian Youth
Exchange Program.

Rotary in Australia consists of 22 Rotary Districts of which all are currently participating in the Youth Exchange Program.
Two of our districts are international districts which incorporate Timor Leste, the Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea -
and Nauru.
In Australia, we currently send out approximately 350 students each year on the long term exchange program, with

the majority of our students going to European Countries. Many districts in Australia are now looking at expanding

their choices to include more countries from Asia and South America. The Short Term and New Generation Programs

are also active in some districts in Ausftralia.

Each year, Rotary Youth Exchange Australia holds an annual conference for youth Exchange Officers, District
Governors, District Governor Elects, District Governor Nominees and any other Rotarians who are interested in the
Youth Exchange Program. International visitors are also welcome to attend with many international delegates
attending the conference in 2010. The next conference will be held in Fremantle in Western Australia from 14" 16"
October 2011.

| come from District 9690 which encompasses Western Sydney, the Blue Mountains and Hawkesbury areas. In size,
we are the smallest district in Australia and we currently have 32 Rotary Clubs.

We have been actively involved in the Youth Exchange Program for many years and we currently have 7 outbound
students, and 10 inbound students involved in the program. As part of their preparation our Outbound students attend
2 training camps which are run in conjunction with our neighbouring district. Combining our training has been a new
initiative which has proven to be a wonderful success. It has allowed our districts the opportunity to share ideas,
reduce the costs of the program, and also allowed the students to meet other students prior to their departure.

District 9690 has an active events calendar for our inbound students with some events being organised by Rotaract
clubs and Rotary Clubs within our district. Some of these events include:

@ The annual Surf Day where we take our students to Manly Beach in Sydney and they have the opportunity to learn
to Surf. Many districts along the coast line organise surf lessons for their inbound students. This is done not only for
fun, but as a safety precaution so that students learn how to swim in the Australian surf.

@Blacktown City Rotary Club organises a cruise for the students on the Hawkesbury River.

@Padstow Rotary Club takes the students on an overnight hike in the Royal National Park. The students have the
opportunity to camp on the beach and, if the weather is nice, swim in the various waterfalls during the hike. The
club then organises a BBQ lunch for the students and their host families.

@Rotaract organises a White Water Rafting day for the students at the Penrith White water Rafting Stadium. This
stadium was one of the venues for the Sydney Olympics.

@Our students are always actively involved in the District Conference. Each year they participate in the flag ceremony
and also become involved in the Saturday night dinner which is always a costume themed party. This year our
theme was " Rock n Roll " and the students happily participated. The students also have " Mini Embassies " in the
House Friendship where they can display information about their countries.

@®We have an annual trip around Australia called the Australian Safari. Students have the opportunity to visit many
famous Australian tourist attractions including Melbourne, Cooper Pedy, the Australian Outback, Uluru, Kings
Canyon, Alice Springs, Cairns, Airlie Beach and the Gold Coast. The students travel by bus for 3 weeks and camp
In tents and cabins.

We are very proud in district 9690 of how the inbound students become involved in their Rotary clubs and local
communities. Many of our students assist their clubs with Community events including cooking BBQs, helping out at
Fundraiser Golf Days and Carols by Candlelight events at Christmas. For the past 4 years our inbound students have
also raised money for Shelterbox. Each year the students have worked together to raise the funds in a variety of ways
iIncluding selling raffle tickets, fining Rotarians at club meetings, mowing lawns for donations, auctioning paintings
they have drawn and selling badges.

Rotary Youth Exchange is a wonderful program which | am proud to be associated with. Thank you once again for the
opportunity to speak to you today and attend this conference.
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